Announcement for Students—Bramalea Secondary School

Morning of 13 December 2004

This is Mr. Chasty. May I have your attention for an important announcement before we start our school day.

By now, I'm sure all of you know that the shooting of one of our teachers, Mrs. Candir, was the cause of the lockdown we had on Friday. The lockdown was certainly frightening and confusing for many of you, but we were following the instructions of the police to make sure that everyone in the school was safe. We shared the information we had at the time you left the school on Friday. I want to tell all of you how proud I am of the way you handled yourselves on Friday.

Mrs. Candir's tragic death is a shock to all of us, and I know today is going to be a very difficult day. We have the Critical Incident team here at the school today. They are trained counsellors who are here to help any student or staff member who would like the comfort of someone to talk to. If any student wishes to speak either with your Bramalea guidance counsellor or a member of the Critical Incident team, let your classroom teacher know.

Our flags are at half-mast today, as a sign of our mourning. Flags are also being flown at half-mast at the board's main office and at other schools where Mrs. Candir taught. We have set up an area in the school with Mrs. Candir's picture. There is also a large board where you can write any thoughts or feelings you wish to express. We will also begin plans for a memorial service, and I will let you know more details as soon as they are available.

In difficult times like this, I would encourage all students here at Bramalea to support and comfort each other. Teachers and others at the school are here to support you in any way we can. Bramalea is an excellent school where caring and learning are our focus—and tragedies like this one don't change that fact. Please be confident that today—as is the case on any day—we care about your wellbeing, are paying attention to your feelings, and are here to help you in any way we can. We're a family here at Bramalea, and we'll get through this by pulling together as a family.

A bit later this morning, we will have a letter for each of you, with some tips to help you cope with the shock and grief of this situation. We know that it will take a lot of time to deal with all of your feelings and reactions to what has happened, so this letter can help you in the days and weeks to come.

The concert on Tuesday evening will go ahead as scheduled, and will be dedicated to the memory of Mrs. Candir. The student/staff volleyball game on Friday will also take place as planned, with ticket proceeds going to a local women's shelter, in Mrs. Candir's memory. However, the Toronto Argonauts assembly on Wednesday is cancelled. 

As we begin this sad day together, I would ask all of us to stand and observe a moment of silence for Mrs. Candir.

[One minute of silence]

Thank you. Take care of yourself and each other today.

