Help your teen improve reading and writing skills

Turn reading and writing into family fun

· Let your children see you reading for enjoyment and writing for a variety of different purposes.

· Try to plan weekly reading times.

· Some family board games that involve literacy skills—like, Scrabble or Boggle—will improve word usage.

· Create a family newspaper. Generate story ideas as a family and assign "stories" to your children to write. Have your teen put it together on the computer, and send it out to friends and family. 

· A family book club can lead to more discussion centered on reading. Choose a book everyone can read and meet to discuss it.

Online literacy

· Encourage writing online. Your teen can stay in touch with friends and relatives by email and practice writing at the same time. Encourage him to write as well online as he would for a school project. 

· If your teen uses the Internet, ask her to show you some of her favourite sites.  Remember that Internet reading is mostly scanning main topics.

Turn off the TV and turn on to reading

· Don't make it too easy for your children to watch TV. Instead of having a TV in the kitchen, keep a bookcase filled with favourite books, magazines and comics.

· Talk with your teen and agree together about how much TV she will watch per week. The same goes for computer and video games.

· Watch TV with your teen and talk about what you're watching. 

Show your teen that reading is fun

· Start with short works—short stories, poems and newspaper and magazine articles. 

· Encourage your teen to pursue his interests through reading. Whatever he likes to do, there are sure to be books and magazines on the topic.

· Books make great gifts for teens.

· Go to a bookstore with your teen.

· If your teen enjoyed a movie that's based on a book, encourage her to read the book after seeing the movie. Seeing the film first can make even difficult books more accessible.

· Read the same book and have a discussion with your teen.

Visit the library with your teen

· Encourage your teen to borrow a how-to book and learn a new skill.

· Find other books by an author your teen likes.

· Borrow a book about career choices. 

· Get a book about a person your teen admires.

· Ask the librarian for a list of books other teens have enjoyed.

· Have your teen recommend a book for you.

Find many ways to encourage writing

· Encourage your teen to write notes in birthday cards sent to friends and family.

· Ask your teen for advice on a problem you are facing. Together, write a list of the "pros" and "cons."

· Take your teen to the local bookstore and buy him a new journal of his choice. Suggest he use the journal as an "idea" book. He can jot down his thoughts and ideas as they occur.

· Ask your teen to regularly write a new "script" for your family's answering machine message.

· Consider expressing an important idea to your teen in a letter. If you have an important idea or issue to communicate, put it in writing and ask her to respond back to you by letter.

· Suggest your teen write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper about an issue that interests her.

Find more ideas on Peel board web site

Subscribe to the Peel board website to receive a calendar with daily learning activities you and your teen can do together. [http://www.peelschools.org/subscribe.htm]
