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Accommodation Review Committee – MINUTES
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	ACCOMMODATION REVIEW COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Location:    Neil C. Matheson P.S. 
                     Wednesday, October 22, 2008  7:00 pm – 10:10 pm

	

	Attendees:  Penny Gingell (Chair), Jennifer Cowie Bonne, Nancy Crooks, Sandra Cross, Karen Crouse, Catherine Deegan,  Jane Howley, Michelle Kletke, Greg Lorentz, Paul Mountford, Steve Paas, Debra Powell, Lydia Renahan, Kathy Moores (recorder)
Janet McDougald arrived at 7:45 pm

	Regrets:  Mary-Pat McConnell

	1.0
	Approval of Agenda
Moved by Debra Powell, that the agenda be approved.

Nancy Crocks seconded the motion.

	

	2.0
	Approval of October 7, 2008 ARC Committee meeting minutes
Catherine Deegan's amendments to the October 7, 2008 minutes were discussed and the minutes will be amended.  

Sandra Cross' statement under item 3.0 was clarified and will be amended accordingly.

Michelle Kletke commented that the public is still not being informed of Public Meetings.  Superintendent Gingell acknowledged the comment and explained that further discussion would take place under item 6.0 of the agenda.

Jennifer Cowie Bonne requested that the one scenario submitted by October 1st, from a community member, to have a K-8 school at Allan A. Martin Senior site be reviewed at Public Meeting #3.   

Superintendent Gingell asked Paul Mountford to prepare the information regarding scenario #10, a  K-8 school at the Allan A. Martin Snr. P.S. site.  This information will be available for the October 29th Public Meeting.  The costing of this option will be an agenda item.  
Moved by Steve Paas, that the minutes of the ARC Committee meeting held on October 7, 2008 be approved electroncially as amended.  

	

	3.0
	Tour of Neil C. Matheson Public School
Neil C. Matheson Public School is a school that has experienced consolidation in the past.  When Lakeview Public School was closed, all staff and students joined the Matheson community.  

Principal Renahan guided a tour of the school, highlighting the specialized classrooms.  The computer room, music room and Primary Transition Program class were visited. 

	


	4.0
	Information

	

	4.1
	Updated Student Enrolment on scenario summary
The updated enrolment numbers are reflected in the scenario summaries handed out.  (Appendix A)
The capacities column reflect each school's current size and does not include the number of additional classrooms that may be required.  The Ministry Rated Capacity shown on the bottom of each table is the current capacity of the school and was used to determine the percentage capacity.  

It was recommended that Paul Mountford revise the tables reflecting what the new capacities would be with the additions included and the number of new classrooms required be revised to reflect the new enrolment projections.  This format will facilitate clear communication with community at public meetings.  
Based on the current information, portables would not be required.

Superintendent Gingell suggested that an ARC member explain the scenarios at Public Meeting #3 on October 29, 2008.  Sandra Cross will speak to the public on this subject.

There was a question regarding whether a partial implementation of the ARC recommendation could be implemented in September 2009.  The first stage would be a boundary change for all grade 6, 7 and 8 students from Lyndwood Public School and Byngmount Beach Public School to attend Allan A. Martin Snr. Public School.   
By consensus, the ARC members indicated support to include this recommendation in their December submission to the Board.


	


	4.2
	Analysis of student demographics – number of students per study areas
Paul Mountford distributed information sheets on the Head Count Enrolment by Study Area – Home School Students Only.  (Appendix B).

	


	4.3
	Transportation
Discussion ensued regarding each scenario and the number of students walking or taking the bus.  The ARC noted that the number of students bussed would increase with the consolidation of schools in the review area.  Students currently bussed to Neil C. Matheson P.S. would continue to be bussed regardless of what scenario is recommended.  

	


	4.4
	Cost/Savings
Paul Mountford cautioned the ARC that transportation costs vary from year to year.  He explained that using the number of students bussed needs to be balanced with the bussing costs.  (i.e. The number and location of students to be bussed varies from year to year.  The cost to run a bus is fixed whether the bus is full, half full or a quarter full.)

	


	5.0
	Review of Three Scenarios

Paul Mountford distributed copies of Scenario 1, 2 and 9).  Clarification was sought by ARC members as to whether specialized classrooms and programs, such as the Readiness Centre, were incorporated on the data summary sheets.  This was confirmed.  
The importance of the Readiness Centre was discussed further.  This facility is a great asset to the community and School Council Representatives have been told that some community members would even consider moving if the location of the centre was changed.  Proximity to Mississauga Transit line is important.  
Small groups met and shared ideas and values of each scenario.

Janet McDougald explained that the ARC recommendation hopefully will provide advantages for every student within the review area.  The ARC was encouraged to continue thinking as one community when analyzing the data.  The Committee was reminded that the recommendations must be reasonable and supported by the Valuation Framework.  
Summary of Valuation Framework 

It was noted that safety of students was a main concern for ARC Members with students crossing Cawthra Road, Lakeshore Road East and/or the railway tracks.  Mississauga Traffic Safety Council, not the Peel District School Board determines what is safe walking route for students.  

SUMMARY OF PRO's/CON's of a K-5 School:
(A)  At Byngmount Beach P.S.
green space
proximity to lake
currently all walkers 
industrial setting
new school at either location would rejevenate the community
(B)  At Lyndwood P.S.
more buildable land

more central location

close to community centre and pool

length of bus ride more balanced for all students
new school at either location would rejuvenate the community
The current issues remain for all school communities:
real estate property value issue

effect on local businesses 



	6.0


	Public Meeting #3

	6.1


	Communications

Superintendent Gingell explained that the principals of Cawthra Park and Gordon Graydon Memorial Secondary Schools had been requested to post the information regarding Public Meeting #3.  Janet McDougald will confirm with the schools.  
The Communications Department have forwarded flyers to each ARC school to be sent home with the next newsletter.  Committee members were encouraged to take extra copies and post them in the community centres, areas, pools, etc. 

The Public Notice of the upcoming meeting was published in the October 22, 2008 Mississauga News.  

The Peel District School Board website reflects the date and focus of Public Meeting #3.  
Chair Gingell tabled a discussion regarding concerns she had received about a website created by the Lyndwood ARC parent representatives.  While she recognizes the time and enery involved in maintaining this website, there were concerns.

By consensus, the ARC members directed Chair Gingell to speak to Mary-Pat McConnell regarding:

1)  the renaming of the website to remove any suggestion or assocation with an official ARC site

2)  to add a clear disclosure, up front, which states the website does not represent the views of the ARC, but rather is a personal opinion site

3)  to correct specific inaccuracies noted

4)  to ensure readers of the website are directed to official information on www.peelschools.org
5)  adding a link to the approved agenda and minutes of ARC meetings so that readers are able to obtain a balanced perspective.  The ARC committee owns the minutes.

It was acknowledged the positive intentions of Lyndwood Public School to expand communication regarding the Accommodation Review process.  

Jennifer Cowie Bonne spoke passionately regarding the work the committee has done as a team.  She strongly believes the recommendation that the ARC proposes will rejuvenate the community as a whole and bring postive changes to students.
The purpose of Public Meeting #3 will be to outline:

· the work and progress of the ARC

· the 4 stages the accommodation review
· the 3 scenarios

· community and ARC committee surveys
· the concerns about the scenarios, using valuation frameworks as a reference
· current information regarding Lakeview Legacy – ARC supports the vision; report from the City of Mississauga has been requested; respectful of Byngmount community

· the rejuventation of the community 

· Director's opening message to be played/music

· Pumpkins and candy

· A slideshow of the ARC schools and  newer schools to see the possiblities


	6.2
	Review of Timelines

November 13th is the next scheduled ARC Committee meeting to be held at Allan A. Martin.  The Committee decided that a supplemental meeting is required to prepare the report for submission to the Controller of Planning and Accommodation.  This meeting was scheduled for November 20, 2008 starting at 5:30 pm in the Clarkson Room of Lyndwood P.S.  The December 1, 2008 ARC Committee meeting will be a final review of the recommendation proposed.  



	6.3


	Preparation of the ARC recommendation report 

Paul Mountford was requested to research the format other school boards' ARC recommendations reports and have copies available at the November 13th ARC meeting.

Superintendent Gingell requested that a small group of members write the recommendation proposal encompassing the framework of the committee, for review and approval by the ARC.  


	7.0
	Questions

No furthers questions were posed.
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