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2008 Award of Excellence recipients
Sylvia Ananthan
As Madoc Drive Public School's music teacher, Sylvia Ananthan is the soul, rhythm and beat of the school. She also is a primary contributor to the school's tempo. Sylvia, who is a former Madoc Drive student herself, volunteers on numerous school committees, including the Education Committee, Terry Fox Run, United Way and school-wide fun days. She is also the school's daily physical activity representative. And if that isn't enough to keep her busy, Sylvia spearheaded the Literacy and Values through Music project, which enabled grade 5 students to write and perform a song at the Living Arts Centre in Mississauga. Sylvia is an extremely dedicated individual, always helping to give her students the best learning experience possible. 
Carrie Andrews 
Carrie Andrews is a wonderful example of how parents can get involved and make a difference in Peel schools. At Homestead Public School, Carrie has served in a variety of roles on the school council – as secretary, co-chair, and the current chair. She is extremely committed to school and student success, and demonstrates this by coordinating fundraising activities, representing the school's student council at various events, keeping staff and council members up-to-date with regular communication and participating in field trips with her daughters' classes. On top of all that, Carrie was named as a sponsor for the Peel Children's Aid in 2005 because she adopted a family of four children and a mother for the "Holiday Wishes" program. Carrie's dedication and enthusiasm far exceeds the parameters of school council. 
Tanya Arora
As if being a full-time, secondary student isn't enough to keep her busy, Tanya Arora is also a mentor, volunteer, leader and an asset to Gordon Graydon Memorial Secondary School. Tanya contributes to both her school and community through participating in many extracurricular, co-curricular and volunteer activities while maintaining her position on the honour role year after year. Tanya is a member of Gordon Graydon's announcement team, the International Business and Technology Leadership Council, and DECA. She volunteers for the Peel HIV/AIDS Network, is an active member of Girl Guides of Canada and plays on various sports teams. Tanya has a great, positive attitude and is always spreading joy to her peers, friends and family. 
Pat Bayes 
Pat Bayes is a woman who demonstrates friendship, teamwork, flexibility, creativity and professional dedication each and every day as a teaching assistant at Conestoga Public School. She has spent the last 21 years demonstrating her ability to put children first in a variety of challenging situations. Every morning, Pat runs a breakfast program at Conestoga. She is constantly working to ensure that all children are well-nourished and happy. She also creates authentic-looking Shakespearean costumes each year for the grade 5 theatrical production. All of her time and hard work is given without thought of compensation or publicity. Pat is also a great friend and an inspiration to her colleagues—her positive and friendly attitude is contagious! Pat is retiring this year and will be truly missed.
Luciana Cardarelli
Under Luciana Cardarelli's administrative leadership and guidance, Sheridan Park Public School has become known as a caring and respectful learning community where people and programs are highly valued. As principal, Luciana is a motivating force behind the success of  students and staff at Sheridan Park. She can often be found greeting students and parents throughout the day with a big smile and words of welcome. Luciana's caring and concern for others is both genuine and heartfelt, and speaks volumes about her character. Her introduction of the Spirit of Giving initiative, where all classes adopt an outreach project, has helped foster global responsibility and good citizenship among students. Luciana's commitment to students and excellence in education is an inspiration to staff, students and the entire Sheridan Park community.
Anne-Marie Citro 
Anne-Marie Citro is an exemplary teaching assistant who works with medically fragile students at Applewood School. This is both a physically and emotionally demanding job—a job that Anne-Marie does with great care and respect. She is supportive of students and colleagues, and she is continuously donating her time and skills to improve the school environment. In the front hallway of Applewood School, Anne-Marie and her husband created a life-sized apple tree using a cross cut section of a real tree. She also built a puppet theatre for use by the school's drama classes, and has donated several trees and bulbs to the school – as well as helping to plant them with her family. It is in large part due to Anne-Marie's dedication that Applewood is the wonderful place it is for students today.
Sue Corbett
With the simple act of a game of Crazy 8s, Sue Corbett instils a sense of self-confidence in her students by treating them as equals and connecting with them on a personal level. Sue has been teaching for 33 years and works in the Intermediate Alternative program at Peel Alternative School West. For Sue, teaching is not just a 9-to-5 job—she lives it in every aspect of her life. Sue has bought shoes and clothing for students, has helped their families through hard times, and is able to spot difficulties and plan strategies to help students overcome them. Sue empowers students by teaching them that they can succeed by working hard and believing in their own abilities. She is always available to offer support, even if it's a simple game of cards.
Carmelina Crupi
At Central Peel Secondary School, Carmelina Crupi's classroom is called "The Centre of Excellence" because that is what she encourages and motivates her students to achieve. Carmelina has taken on many roles at Central Peel. She is head of alternative programs, literacy leader, a member of the School Success Committee and a resource to staff, parents and students. Her wisdom, leadership and insight have lead to many initiatives that have been implemented in the school, including a concrete attendance policy, a community tutoring program and a grade 9 summer book drive. Carmelina also works tirelessly to keep staff, students and teachers up-to-date on the latest publications, resources and current practices. It is clear that Carmelina has achieved the excellence that she always encourages her students to achieve.
Arlene Dennis
A colleague at Shaw Public School refers to Arlene Dennis as "Head Secretary Extraordinaire," and she certainly lives up to the title. Arlene consistently supports Shaw's staff and students by going above and beyond. When Shaw first opened, Arlene was a highly valued resource as she expertly managed the process and took a hands-on approach to setting up the school. Arlene's leadership and mentoring skills extend beyond the school as she was part of the Peel board's writing team for "Board Walk – Stepping into the role of head secretary," which is part of the board's mentoring and orientation program. Arlene is, without a doubt, a highly skilled professional who goes out of her way to provide unique contributions to the school and the Peel board.
John Fobert
One of John Fobert's favourite expressions is "keep smiling" and that is exactly the kind of positive attitude he brings to McKinnon Public School every day as head custodian. During the school's construction last year, John was a positive, smiling and hard-working team member who took on any task and worked beyond expectations. He worked with the school staff and construction workers, helping to resolve problems and ensuring that all jobs were completed efficiently. He became the voice of reason and calm at the school, always wearing a smile and spreading good-natured humour. Since McKinnon's opening in the fall, John has been committed to keeping it clean and safe. He always volunteers his time to do the little extras that are so vital in a new school.
Gail Green
The staff at Credit View Public School say that head secretary Gail Green is the foundation upon which the school community has been built. She approaches each school with a positive attitude and is consistently welcoming to students, parents, support staff, teaching staff and visitors to the school. She works the front lines every moment of the day and does so with a smile on her face, a song in her heart and a true love of people. In addition to her school duties, Gail and her husband travel to various sites around the province and administer Grade Equivalent Diplomas to adults trying to obtain high school diplomas. Gail administers, packages and transports the tests, as well as helps these individuals by offering support and encouragement.
Kelly Grigor
As a special needs teaching assistant at Roberta Bondar Public School, Kelly Grigor excels at creating and maintaining a positive climate in the school and the community. Kelly is a truly caring and supportive teaching assistant, going above and beyond to help the students that she works with. In addition, Kelly helps organize several fundraising events at the school, always trying to support  the community and teach students about the importance of helping others. Kelly even decided to shave her head in  front of the entire school in support of The Terry Fox Foundation. Her courageous act left a huge impression on the students and was a great example of her dedication to  the school and to helping others.
Rasulan Hoppie
Rasulan Hoppie, head of alternative programs at Harold M. Brathwaite Secondary School, is always encouraging students to "keep doin' what they're doin'." Rasulan, who's also known as "Q," has a true understanding of the factors influencing students and what needs to be done to help them make appropriate career and life choices. He is an integral part of the school's environment, helping to plan food drives and leadership activities, and delivering educational workshops on  race and ethnic awareness. Rasulan's students say that he treats them with respect, supports and encourages them, and has even helped them to see life in a different way.  We trust that you'll continue to promote educational opportunities for students and keep doin' what you're doin' for many years to come. 

Veneice Hurditt
Teachers at Royal Orchard Middle School describe Veneice Hurditt as being committed to excellence, and that is truly apparent in all the work Veneice does for her school. She is an outstanding athlete, playing on many different teams including volleyball, basketball and cross-country. Veneice also volunteers her time to help coach the boys' basketball team, sets up sports equipment daily, runs the Intramural Sports' Day at Royal Orchard and is an active member of the Athletic Council. Apart from sports, Veneice is very dedicated to the arts and cultural awareness. She established the school's Indian Dance Team, choreographed and performed a group dance for Black History Month, modeled in the Asian Heritage Fashion Show and has won numerous school-wide arts awards. Veneice is also a Green Team leader at Royal Orchard, helping to educate staff and students on how to keep the environment clean. Veneice is a model student, getting involved as much as possible and making a difference in her school and community.
Heather Jessop
At Whitehorne Public School, Heather Jessop is not only a teacher-librarian – she is an active part of the school community, as well as an invaluable staff member. Heather is a member of many committees, such as the Math Committee, Turn off the Screens Committee and the Intramurals Committee. Heather also plans highly effective reading programs for students and runs other events, such as book fairs and the Donate a Book program. She has provided Whitehorne staff and students with a learning environment that fosters a genuine love of reading. One of Heather's biggest accomplishments is her work and research with the Body Image project. Heather co-wrote grades 1 to 8 curriculum for this project, which raises awareness about young girls' and boys' perceptions of their bodies. She has a passion for the subject, and works hard to get her message out.
Dianne Keough 
Dianne Keough is in her 26th year with the Peel board, and has been a teaching assistant at Alloa Public School for eight years. She works with special needs children every day and helps integrate them into mainstream classrooms. A few years ago, Dianne began working with a young boy who has multiple intellectual and physical disabilities. He came to Alloa in Junior Kindergarten without language, toilet training and with few social skills. Dianne worked with 
this student from junior kindergarten to grade 5 and, with skill, consistency, firmness, persistence, humour and love, she helped him become a socially integrated and popular student. She helped him speak despite serious hearing problems and nurtured his reading, writing and math skills. This is but one example of Dianne's great work with special needs children. She is also very involved in the school community, organizing fundraising activities and being not only a teacher and co-worker, but a friend and a resource to students, parents and school staff.
Kevin Little
For the past 31 years, Kevin Little has been a music teacher in Peel – and has dedicated much of his time to his students and music. At Cawthra Park Secondary School, Kevin has been a tireless advocate for out-of-school ensembles, shows, performances, festivals and concerts as an integral part of a student's well-rounded music education. He has also acted as the school's sound and recording technician, setting up the intricate sound system at each concert and digitally recording all major music performances. Kevin then spends endless hours mastering the final version and distributing copies to students. Kevin is retiring this year, but his many years of dedication will certainly be remembered.
Amanda Martyniuk
As a grade 12 student at Streetsville Secondary School, Amanda Martyniuk has shown a lot of maturity and perseverance throughout her education. Just two years ago, Amanda left high school. Since returning to school, she has achieved high honours and has become an exceptional tutor and mentor to other students. Amanda works with several students in Streetsville's Credit Recovery and Special Education programs, tutoring them and offering support—their improvement has been remarkable. She also works with beginning English as a Second Language classes, helping students to develop their communication skills. The maturity and professionalism Amanda demonstrates is inspiring.
Graham Maule
Teachers at Queen Elizabeth Senior Public School describe Graham Maule as an enigmatic, confident individual with a delightful sense of humour. He is a great example of how a student with perseverance and proper stimulus can excel at whatever he puts his mind to. Graham is not only the student council representative for his grade 8 class, he is also co-prime minister of the Student Council. He is active in both those roles, as well as in fundraising activities throughout the school. Graham is also a member of the Leadership Now! team and is working on promoting social issues in the classroom. In addition, Graham is a member of the Green Team, often devoting his lunch hours to promote recycling and cleaning up his school. And if Graham still has breath in him after all this, he also reads the school announcements.
Moveta Nanton
As one of the vice-principals at Heart Lake Secondary School, Moveta Nanton's dedication to teens and their future success is evident on a daily basis. Her colleagues say that her belief in every student empowers and enables them to make good choices. As an enduring motivator, she's willing to do everything she can to make sure students believe in themselves and find their 
way—she never gives up on finding a needed pathway. Moveta also spends countless hours organizing school events and fundraising initiatives, and she is committed to promoting diversity. She is an active member of her community and has held roles on many committees and organizations in Ontario over the years. She is certainly committed to making a positive difference in the world.
Angie Nesci 
Angie Nesci has been the Peel Lunch and After-School Program director at Northwood Public School for 12 years. She's also a lunchroom supervisor and school monitor. Her colleagues describe her as an effective role model for students, an invaluable resource for parents and a truly collaborative community partner for teachers and administrators. Under Angie's leadership, the program provides an abundance of learning opportunities that are aimed at enriching students' experiences. Angie's creative contributions are also most appreciated. Her visual displays at winter concerts, Education Week celebrations and at graduation are extraordinary. Staff are regularly amazed and touched by Angie's initiative and commitment. It is her helpful, positive, caring and accommodating nature that endear her to all staff in the building.
Vincent Normore
At Oakridge Public School's big book fair last year, Vincent Normore dressed up as Clifford the dog and danced around the school's field. As a passionate and committed English Language Learners teacher, Vincent recognizes that his role does not stop at the classroom door. Last year, he partnered with the school's music teacher to run the Little Acorns Club so students could practice their English singing songs and playing games at lunch in a safe environment. He also operates the Ambassadors Club, organizes Oakridge's Skate Day, is an active member of the Climate Committee, is responsible for ensuring that students are recognized in the school newsletter and facilitates the school's monthly Caught in the Act assembly. Vincent's dedication has certainly had a monumental impact on the students of Oakridge. 
Adam Peer
At Ellengale Public School, Adam Peer is an English as a Second Language teacher who works every day to build a respectful, inclusive and safe environment for students and staff. In addition to ensuring that all of the school's English language learners have quality daily instruction, he also helps to build strong home and school connections between teachers, families and settlement workers. Adam's focus on equity and social justice extends beyond his classroom. He coordinates the student ambassadors program, has helped build up the school's collection of dual language books and organizes student announcers to say the morning greeting in one of the home languages of students each week. Adam has also been a member of ministry writing teams and leads many a workshop on equity inside and outside of Peel. Adam's passion has helped motivate the entire Ellengale community to embrace the future we want. 

Jeryl Phillips 
Jeryl Phillips' expertise as the central special education resource teacher for technology has had        a tremendous impact on the Peel board and the delivery of special education programming to 
students across the system. Jeryl's passionate commitment to the success of all learners, and her vision and leadership are evident in the changes she has instituted and supported province-wide. She consistently devotes her personal time to conduct workshops, research emerging technologies and keeps her colleagues up-to-date through the Special Education website that she maintains. She has brought Premier Technology's suite of assistive technology to the Peel board, ensuring that each school is licensed for its use. It was through her perseverance that the board 
has been able to offer a free home licence for this software to all parents and staff. Jeryl has also been instrumental in working with EQAO to design a project that facilitates the use of text speech software for students that require assistive technology. 

Darren Reed
At North Peel Secondary School, Darren Reed is not only the head of literacy, but the driving force behind many of the school's most successful initiatives. Darren was instrumental in establishing a breakfast program for students at North Peel, which serves 300 grateful students a week. Darren also created the Ontario Vocational Schools Association, which is the first formal advocacy body that advocates for specials needs vocational students across the province. As the head of literacy, Darren has worked hard to make the curriculum more accessible to a wider range of students and abilities. Despite his continued success, Darren is always looking for new ways to engage, motivate and inspire his students.
Natasha Trueman
Not only is Natasha Trueman an exceptional student and leader, she is also the prime minister of Hazel McCallion Senior Public School. Natasha does it all – from the plethora of teams and clubs she participates in, to her impressive academic achievements, to her volunteer work in support of the community. In her role as prime minister, Natasha is receptive to every voice and works in partnership with her parliament and teachers to solve all issues that may arise at Hazel McCallion. Natasha was also selected by her teachers to be a member of Leaders Inc., a committee designed to take on activities such as planning assemblies, selling yearbooks and so on. Natasha takes on so many tasks and challenges, and completes them all with maturity, creativity and enthusiasm. She is truly an asset to her peers and the entire school community. 

Kay Tull 
Kay Tull, a volunteer at McHugh Public School, has left no stone unturned in an effort to help educate students on the importance of taking pride in their health and well-being. Kay is a member of the school's Health Committee and organizes several activities to promote good health and fitness to students, including bicycle rodeos, information workshops for parents, a dance-a-thon and the school's snack program. She also provides the Active Kids program to students, ensuring that each grade participates in one active program each year, such as skating, swimming, curling, skiing and bowling. Kay has also recently initiated a partnership between Cities in Bloom and McHugh Public School. This program will allow students to maintain the school's neighbouring Memorial Park, providing them with a sense of ownership and pride in their community.
Fred Twitchin
As a retired high school math teacher, Fred Twitchin understands the power of community involvement when it comes to student success. At the age of 82, Fred is a familiar face at James Bolton Public School, where he has volunteered each and every day for the past 10 years. Fred organizes the school's extracurricular Chess Club and works one-on-one with students who require support in math, reading and writing. For the past five years, Fred has worked with one particular autistic student for whom the benefit of Fred's support has been significant. In addition to this, Fred also shares his expertise and curriculum knowledge when approached by teachers seeking his guidance. He shares his wisdom and life experiences through anecdotes and inspirational messages which are well-received by all. Fred is a highly-valued, well-respected and dedicated volunteer who is adored by the students, parents and staff at James Bolton. 

Marilyn Willis 
Marilyn Willis is the library instructional co-ordinator, professional librarian and archival librarian at the Peel board, supporting 232 elementary and secondary libraries and staff. In this role, Marilyn has been a strong advocate for school libraries and literacy. She facilitates professional development workshops for library staff members, models the effective use of new technology, established an annual library celebration to honour the work of library staff, consults in the construction and opening of new school libraries as well as renovations of existing resource centres, and coordinates several review committees to evaluate curriculum-based materials. Marilyn also introduced a Forest of Reading event in partnership with the Ontario Library Association reading program. This event celebrates student accomplishments in literacy and brings award-winning authors to speak to students about their writing influences and styles. 

Ashley Yoannou 
Ashley Yoannou's teachers at John Fraser Secondary School describe her as "the poster-child for multi-taskers." And, when you look at the long list of school activities that she organizes and participates in, that description certainly seems fitting. Ashley's teachers frequently rave about her academic performance and classroom contributions. Her encouraging, patient and gentle manner make her an extremely effective peer coach and volunteer tutor. For the past two years, Ashley has spent countless hours helping some of John Fraser's most vulnerable students make solid decisions and form positive connections with the school. She is also an active member of her community. She has organized many fundraising activities at John Fraser including a partnership with Credit Valley Hospital, in which the school has almost raised its target of $15,000 to fully equip a chemotherapy station in the adolescent cancer wing of the hospital. Ashley is also the president of the School Activity Council and the school's Central Ontario leadership representative. She plays clarinet in the band, sings in the choir, plays field hockey and participates in the school's Global Issues Council.
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